
International Journal of Science and Society, Volume 8, Issue 2, 2026 

IJSOC © 2026 
http://ijsoc.goacademica.com 

  206 

Multi-Stakeholder Partnership in the 
Implementation of Stunting Reduction 
Acceleration Policies: A Synthesis of 

Systematic Literature Review  
 

Nur Alifah1, Indah Ayu Permana Pribadi2, Chamid Sutikno3, Ariesta4 

1,2,3,4Universitas Nahdlatul Ulama Purwokerto, Indonesia 
Email: ismianaalifah@gmail.com  

 
Abstract 

 
Stunting remains a complex public health problem in many developing countries, including 
Indonesia, requiring integrated policy approaches involving multiple sectors and actors. 
This study aims to synthesize existing literature on the implementation of stunting reduction 
policies through a multi-stakeholder partnership approach using a Systematic Literature 
Review (SLR). The study follows the PRISMA framework to ensure a systematic, 
transparent, and replicable selection process. Literature was retrieved from Scopus, Web 
of Science, and other indexed databases using predefined search strings related to 
stunting, government policy, policy implementation, and collaborative governance. A total 
of 1,690 records were initially identified, of which 52 studies met the inclusion criteria after 
screening, eligibility assessment, and full-text review. The selected studies were analyzed 
using thematic synthesis and bibliometric mapping using VOSviewer to identify key themes 
and research trends. The synthesis results indicate that stunting reduction policies are 
predominantly implemented through integrated health and nutrition interventions. 
However, their effectiveness is strongly influenced by policy implementation capacity, 
cross-sector coordination, and governance structures. The multi-stakeholder partnership 
approach plays an important role in facilitating collaboration among government 
institutions, health workers, non-governmental organizations, academics, the private 
sector, and communities. Despite this, implementation challenges remain, including 
fragmented governance, limited resources, and disparities in institutional capacity across 
regions. Bibliometric analysis also shows that governance-related concepts are less 
dominant compared to health-oriented studies. This study concludes that stunting should 
be understood not only as a health issue but also as a policy implementation and 
governance challenge requiring stronger multi-actor collaboration. The study contributes 
to the literature by synthesizing fragmented evidence on policy implementation and multi-
stakeholder partnerships in stunting reduction. 

 
Keywords: Stunting, Acceleration, Government, Multi-Stakeholder, Partnership, Public 
Policy. 
 

——————————◆—————————— 

 

A. INTRODUCTION 

Stunting remains one of the major public health challenges receiving 

significant attention across many developing countries, including Indonesia (Siswati 

et al., 2022; Syafrawati et al., 2023). This issue is not merely associated with chronic 

malnutrition among children, but is also influenced by social, economic, sanitation, 

educational, healthcare access, and public policy governance factors (Paikah et al., 

2024; Sriatmi et al., 2021). The long-term impacts of stunting make it a critical concern 

within the development agenda, as it affects human resource quality, productivity, 

and future social development (Afandi et al., 2023; Balqis et al., 2024). 
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The Indonesian government has positioned stunting reduction acceleration as 

a national priority through various cross-sectoral policies and programs (Siswati et 

al., 2022; Sriatmi et al., 2021). Through Presidential Regulation Number 72 of 2021 

concerning the Acceleration of Stunting Reduction, the government integrates 

interventions in health, education, sanitation, social protection, and community 

empowerment. This condition indicates that stunting management requires cross-

sectoral coordination and the involvement of multiple actors in policy 

implementation processes (Paikah et al., 2024; Suarayasa et al., 2024). 

The multi-stakeholder partnership (MSP) approach has increasingly been 

adopted in stunting reduction initiatives because it strengthens collaboration among 

governments, the private sector, civil society organizations, academics, healthcare 

professionals, and local communities (Paikah et al., 2024; Suarayasa et al., 2024). This 

approach supports the effectiveness of policy implementation, program integration, 

and the strengthening of regional institutional capacities (Renzaho et al., 2017; Shekar 

et al., 2017; Paikah et al., 2024). Several studies have demonstrated that the success of 

stunting reduction programs is strongly influenced by inter-actor coordination, 

resource capacity, institutional commitment, and the ability of local governments to 

establish sustainable collaborative governance mechanisms (Afandi et al., 2023; Balqis 

et al., 2024; Napirah et al., 2024). 

However, the implementation of stunting reduction acceleration policies 

continues to face various challenges (Rahman et al., 2024). Cross-sectoral coordination 

has not yet functioned optimally due to bureaucratic fragmentation, differences in 

institutional interests, limited resources, and disparities in regional implementation 

capacities (Napirah et al., 2024; Siswati et al., 2022). Furthermore, inter-actor 

relationships remain largely administrative in nature, resulting in collaborative 

mechanisms that have not effectively generated integrated program implementation. 

This condition indicates that multi-stakeholder involvement has not fully succeeded 

in establishing optimal collaborative governance in stunting management efforts 

(Paikah et al., 2024; Suarayasa et al., 2024). 

The Province of East Nusa Tenggara (NTT) continues to exhibit a relatively 

high prevalence of stunting compared to the national average (Afandi et al., 2023; 

Balqis et al., 2024). This condition demonstrates that the acceleration of stunting 

reduction in NTT still encounters obstacles related to policy implementation, cross-

sectoral coordination, and regional institutional capacity. Therefore, policy 

implementation and multi-stakeholder partnership approaches are important to 

examine in order to understand the effectiveness of integrated stunting management 

strategies. 

Previous studies have examined stunting primarily from the perspectives of 

health, nutrition, and program interventions (Siswati et al., 2022; Syafrawati et al., 

2023). However, most studies remain focused on technical health aspects, while the 

dimensions of policy implementation and collaborative governance have not been 

extensively explored in depth (Paikah et al., 2024; Sriatmi et al., 2021). In addition, 

studies concerning multi-stakeholder partnerships in accelerating stunting reduction 
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remain fragmented and have not comprehensively integrated aspects of policy 

implementation, cross-sectoral coordination, and collaborative governance within a 

unified literature synthesis. Thus, a research gap remains regarding the relationship 

between policy implementation and multi-stakeholder partnership approaches in 

accelerating stunting reduction efforts. 

Based on these conditions, this study aims to conduct a literature synthesis 

concerning policy implementation and multi-stakeholder partnership approaches in 

accelerating stunting reduction through a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) 

approach. This study focuses on policy implementation, cross-sectoral coordination, 

institutional capacity, resource allocation, and patterns of collaboration among actors 

involved in stunting reduction programs. Furthermore, this study integrates the 

perspectives of policy implementation and collaborative governance through 

literature synthesis and bibliometric mapping approaches. 

 

B. METHOD 

This study employed a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) method by 

referring to the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses 

(PRISMA) framework (Onyango et al., 2019; Altobelli et al., 2020; Aryeetey & 

Coomson, 2022). This method was utilized to examine and synthesize studies related 

to policy implementation and multi-stakeholder partnerships in accelerating stunting 

reduction efforts (Besada et al., 2016; Zuhri et al., 2024). 

The literature search was conducted using the Scopus, Web of Science (WoS), 

and other supporting databases. The article search process employed an iterative 

keyword approach using keywords associated with stunting, policy implementation, 

and collaborative governance. Initial keywords such as stunting, acceleration, and 

government were further expanded into policy implementation, multi-stakeholder 

partnership, collaborative governance, and public policy. The search process was 

conducted using Boolean operators (AND and OR) to improve the relevance and 

precision of the search results (Ipa et al., 2023; Sunarya, 2023; Sirajuddin et al., 2022). 

The search strategy was conducted using the following search string 

combination: ("stunting" OR "acceleration") AND ("government" OR "public policy" 

OR "policy implementation") AND ("multi-stakeholder partnership" OR 

"collaborative governance"). 

The selected articles consisted of English-language journal articles published 

between 2010 and 2025 that discussed the implementation of stunting reduction 

policies, cross-sectoral coordination, collaborative governance, and stakeholder 

involvement in stunting management programs (Andreinie et al., 2024; Arini & 

Peranto, 2023; Riyadi et al., 2021). Meanwhile, articles that were not relevant to the 

research focus, unavailable in full-text form, or did not meet the substantive research 

criteria were excluded from the selection process. 
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Table 1. Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria 

Criteria Inclusion Criteria Exclusion Criteria 

Publication Year Articles published between 

2010–2025 

Articles published 

before 2010 

Language English-language articles Non-English articles 

Document Type Scientific journal articles Conference 

proceedings, books, 

undergraduate theses, 

dissertations, and 

reports 

Database Sources Scopus, Web of Science, and 

other supporting indexed 

databases 

Non-indexed databases 

Research Topic Articles discussing stunting, 

policy implementation, 

collaborative governance, 

public policy, multi-

stakeholder partnership, and 

cross-sectoral coordination 

Articles irrelevant to 

stunting policy and 

stakeholder 

collaboration 

Article Accessibility Full-text articles available Articles unavailable in 

full-text 

Substantive Relevance Articles discussing policy 

implementation, governance, 

and actor involvement in 

accelerating stunting 

reduction 

Articles focusing solely 

on clinical or biomedical 

aspects without 

discussing policy and 

governance 

Based on the overall selection process, a total of 52 articles met the inclusion 

criteria and were used as the primary materials for analysis. Data analysis was 

conducted using thematic analysis to identify patterns of policy implementation, 

cross-sectoral coordination, collaborative governance, and forms of multi-stakeholder 

partnerships in accelerating stunting reduction efforts (Ryveka et al., 2023; Ahoya et 

al., 2019; Rah et al., 2020). The analytical process involved coding, theme 

categorization, and interpretation of the patterns emerging from each analyzed article. 

In addition, this study utilized the VOSviewer software to conduct bibliometric 

analysis based on keyword co-occurrence in order to map thematic relationships, 

conceptual collaboration patterns, and research trends within the analyzed literature 

(Andrestian et al., 2025; Renzaho et al., 2017; Shekar et al., 2017). 

 

Stage 1: Conducting the Review 

The article selection process referred to the Preferred Reporting Items for 

Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) framework, which consists of the 

stages of identification, screening, eligibility assessment, and article inclusion 
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(Onyango et al., 2019; Altobelli et al., 2020; Aryeetey & Coomson, 2022). During the 

identification stage, a total of 1,690 articles were retrieved, consisting of 494 articles 

from the Scopus database, 353 articles from Web of Science, and 843 articles from 

registers and supporting sources. Following the duplicate removal process using 

Zotero, the total number of articles was reduced to 1,309 articles (Andreinie et al., 

2024; Riyadi et al., 2021). 

The screening stage was conducted through title and abstract reviews, 

resulting in the exclusion of 847 articles that were not aligned with the research focus 

(Arini & Peranto, 2023; Sirajuddin et al., 2022). Subsequently, 462 articles were 

assessed during the full-text review stage. At this stage, 410 articles were excluded 

because they did not satisfy the inclusion criteria (Ipa et al., 2023; Sunarya, 2023). 

Based on the entire selection process, a total of 52 articles fulfilled the eligibility 

criteria and were included as the primary materials for research analysis (Ryveka et 

al., 2023; Ahoya et al., 2019; Rah et al., 2020). 

 

Stage 2: Reporting and Analysis 

During the analysis stage, the articles that fulfilled the inclusion criteria were 

examined using a thematic analysis approach to identify patterns related to policy 

implementation, cross-sectoral coordination, collaborative governance, institutional 

capacity, and multi-stakeholder partnership practices in accelerating stunting 

reduction efforts (Besada et al., 2016; Zuhri et al., 2024). The analytical process was 

conducted through data coding, theme categorization, and interpretation of findings 

derived from each analyzed article (Afandi et al., 2023; Balqis et al., 2024). 

Furthermore, this study utilized the VOSviewer software to map the 

relationships among themes and research trends within the analyzed literature 

(Andrestian et al., 2025; Renzaho et al., 2017; Shekar et al., 2017). The findings were 

subsequently synthesized to provide a more comprehensive explanation of the 

relationship between policy implementation and multi-stakeholder partnerships in 

accelerating stunting reduction efforts (Napirah et al., 2024; Suarayasa et al., 2024). 

The article selection process is presented in Figure 2. 
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Figure 1. PRISMA Flow Diagram of Article Selection 

The following table presents the parameters used in the literature search 

process of this study, including the databases, keywords, and article selection criteria. 

Table 2. Literature Review Parameters 

No Parameter Description 

1 Search database Scopus and Web of Science 

2 Search field Title, abstract, and keywords 

3 Search keywords “Stunting” AND (“policy” OR “government”) AND 

(“multi-stakeholder” OR “partnership” OR 

“collaboration”) 

4 Language English 

5 Document types Peer-reviewed Journal articles 

6 Time span 

 

 

2010-2025 The time span was limited to recent 

publications to ensure relevance to current 

policy developments. 

7 Analysis Tools Zotero and VOSviewer 

Source: Author’s Elaboration 
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Table 3. Search Results of the Database 

No Stage Results 

1 Identification 1,690 articles identified from Scopus (494), 

Web of Science (353), and Registers (843) 

2 Duplicate removal and 

automatic filtering 

381 articles removed based on document type, 

language, and duplication 

3 Screening 1,309 articles screened through title and 

abstract review 

4 Eligibility 847 articles excluded due to irrelevance with 

research focus 

5 Full-text assessment 462 articles assessed for eligibility 

6 Included studies 52 articles met the inclusion criteria and were 

included in the final analysis 

Source: Author’s Elaboration 

The literature search parameters were focused on English-language articles 

discussing stunting policy implementation and multi-stakeholder partnerships. The 

limitation of the publication period was applied to ensure the relevance of the studies 

to recent policy developments. 

 

Stage 3: Disseminate the Review 

At this stage, the selected articles were analyzed using a thematic analysis 

approach to identify patterns, themes, and interrelationships among concepts 

associated with the implementation of stunting reduction policies through multi-

stakeholder partnerships (Adongo et al., 2024; Hasan et al., 2023). The analysis was 

conducted comprehensively by examining the contents of each article to identify 

stakeholder roles, forms of cross-sectoral collaboration, and factors influencing the 

success of policy implementation (Noviansyah et al., 2022; Prianto et al., 2025). The 

findings were subsequently synthesized to generate a structured understanding of 

research trends and the dynamics of stunting reduction policy implementation (Putri 

et al., 2024; Kania et al., 2025). 

 

C. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

A total of 52 articles that fulfilled the inclusion criteria were analyzed in this 

study. The analyzed articles were published between 2010 and 2025, with a 

predominance of publications appearing after 2020. This condition indicates the 

increasing attention given to stunting issues within the contexts of public health and 

public policy (Verma et al., 2021; Conway et al., 2020). Most of the articles employed 

quantitative approaches, while qualitative and mixed-methods approaches were used 

to a more limited extent (Crookston et al., 2018; Briaux et al., 2020). 

From the perspective of research focus, the literature was predominantly 

centered on health interventions, nutrition, and stunting risk factors. However, 

several studies have begun to examine aspects of policy implementation, cross-
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sectoral coordination, and collaborative governance in stunting reduction acceleration 

programs (Iruhiriye et al., 2024; Pickering et al., 2015). These findings indicate a shift 

in research orientation from a purely health-based approach toward a more 

integrative governance-oriented perspective (Adi et al., 2019; Jinabhai et al., 2001). 

The thematic analysis identified three major themes within the stunting 

literature, namely policy implementation, multi-stakeholder partnerships, and 

implementation challenges (Gunnal et al., 2024; Fabusoro et al., 2004). 

Most studies discussed the implementation of stunting policies through the 

integration of specific and sensitive interventions. The implementation focus included 

maternal and child healthcare services, nutritional improvement, sanitation, family 

education, and food security (Cotta et al., 2011; Yusriadi et al., 2024). The literature 

indicates that program implementation involves cross-sectoral coordination among 

health institutions, local governments, and other supporting agencies (Adongo et al., 

2024; Hasan et al., 2023). 

Several studies identified disparities in implementation capacity across 

regions, particularly regarding resource availability, program coordination, and 

policy integration (Prianto et al., 2025; Putri et al., 2024). In the Indonesian context, 

such findings remain evident in regions with high stunting prevalence, including East 

Nusa Tenggara (Noviansyah et al., 2022; Kania et al., 2025). 

The literature synthesis findings indicate that the acceleration of stunting 

reduction is implemented through the involvement of various cross-sectoral actors, 

including government institutions, healthcare professionals, non-governmental 

organizations, academics, the private sector, and local communities. Collaborative 

governance and multi-stakeholder partnership approaches are utilized to strengthen 

coordination, policy integration, and the expansion of stunting intervention coverage 

(Zuhri et al., 2024; Balqis et al., 2024; Afandi et al., 2023). 

The findings demonstrate that local governments, through regional 

development planning agencies (Bappeda), Health Offices, Social Affairs Offices, 

Community and Village Empowerment Offices (DPMD), village governments, and 

healthcare facilities, play important roles in implementing specific and sensitive 

nutrition interventions, cross-sectoral coordination, budget allocation, and the 

strengthening of community-based stunting programs. At the local level, community 

health centers (puskesmas), village midwives, integrated health service post 

(posyandu) cadres, and early childhood education teachers contribute to maternal 

and child healthcare services, health education, child growth monitoring, and the 

implementation of community-based stunting prevention programs. 

In addition to government actors, the involvement of non-governmental 

organizations, international organizations, academics, social organizations, Family 

Welfare Empowerment organizations (PKK), and local communities also strengthens 

program implementation through health education, nutritional intervention 

enhancement, increased community participation, and the development of cross-

sectoral cooperation (Suarayasa et al., 2024; Hasan et al., 2023; Yusriadi et al., 2024). 

Global studies further indicate that cross-sectoral partnership approaches can 
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improve the effectiveness of nutritional interventions through the strengthening of 

social systems and integrated policy support (Renzaho et al., 2017; Shekar et al., 2017; 

Brar et al., 2020; Conway et al., 2020). 

Several studies demonstrate that the effectiveness of collaboration is strongly 

influenced by the quality of inter-institutional coordination, clear role distribution, 

and institutional capacity at the local level (Sriatmi et al., 2021; Ipa et al., 2023; Napirah 

et al., 2024). These findings indicate that the success of accelerating stunting reduction 

is determined not only by health interventions, but also by the capacity of 

collaborative governance systems to integrate diverse actors and program resources. 

Most of the literature identifies various challenges in the implementation of 

stunting reduction policies, particularly those related to weak cross-sectoral 

coordination, limited resources, and disparities in regional capacity (Rahman et al., 

2024; Siswati et al., 2022; Noviansyah et al., 2022). These challenges indicate that 

stunting reduction programs continue to encounter structural and institutional 

barriers in policy implementation at the regional level. 

The findings reveal that policy fragmentation among institutions remains a 

major obstacle to program integration, resulting in suboptimal implementation of 

stunting reduction programs (Sriatmi et al., 2021; Paikah et al., 2024). Furthermore, 

local governments, regional development planning agencies (Bappeda), Health 

Offices, healthcare professionals, and posyandu cadres continue to face limitations in 

resources, program implementation capacity, and institutional support in carrying 

out stunting interventions. 

Several studies also highlight limited access to healthcare services, weak 

monitoring and evaluation systems, and low levels of community participation in the 

implementation of local stunting programs (Putri et al., 2024; Prianto et al., 2025; 

Iruhiriye et al., 2024). Within the context of cross-sectoral implementation, program 

integration among local governments, community organizations, health-focused 

NGOs, and other stakeholders has also not functioned optimally due to differences in 

institutional capacity and inter-actor coordination. 

From a global perspective, socioeconomic factors such as poverty, education, 

and sanitation significantly contribute to both the success and failure of stunting 

reduction program implementation (Pickering et al., 2015; Adongo et al., 2024; Adi et 

al., 2019). These findings indicate that stunting management requires an integrated 

policy approach through the strengthening of cross-sectoral coordination, 

institutional capacity, and sustainable community participation. 

The bibliometric mapping results indicate that the most dominant keywords in 

the stunting literature are child, nutrition, and health intervention, suggesting that 

research in this field continues to be largely dominated by health and nutrition-

oriented approaches (Briaux et al., 2020; Crookston et al., 2018; Verma et al., 2021). 

In addition, the emergence of keywords such as governance, policy, poverty, 

and sanitation reflects a shift in research focus toward governance dimensions and 

social determinants in stunting management (Altobelli et al., 2020; Rah et al., 2020; 

Aryeetey & Coomson, 2022). 
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Figure 2. Bibliometric Mapping Results 

The bibliometric visualization using VOSviewer demonstrates the existence of 

two major clusters. The first cluster is dominated by health- and nutrition-related 

keywords such as child, infant, malnutrition, and nutritional status (Cotta et al., 2011; 

Gunnal et al., 2024). The second cluster includes keywords such as policy, government, 

poverty, and sanitation, which are associated with policy implementation and social 

determinants (Fabusoro et al., 2004; Gwelo et al., 2023; Kulkarni et al., 2019). 

The keyword stunting occupies a central position connecting the two clusters, 

indicating the interrelationship between health-based and governance-oriented 

approaches. However, keywords such as collaborative governance and multi-stakeholder 

partnership have not yet emerged prominently, suggesting that studies concerning 

inter-actor collaboration in the implementation of stunting policies remain relatively 

limited (Shekar et al., 2017; Renzaho et al., 2017; Brar et al., 2020). 

The literature synthesis findings indicate that stunting research continues to be 

predominantly dominated by health- and nutrition-oriented approaches focusing on 

technical interventions and maternal and child health risk factors (Verma et al., 2021; 

Crookston et al., 2018; Briaux et al., 2020). This dominance is reflected in the strong 

interconnection among keywords such as child, nutrition, malnutrition, and health 

intervention within the bibliometric mapping (Brar et al., 2020; Gunnal et al., 2024; 

Conway et al., 2020). However, developments in the literature after 2020 demonstrate 

increasing attention toward the dimensions of policy implementation, cross-sectoral 

coordination, and collaborative governance in stunting management (Afandi et al., 

2023; Balqis et al., 2024; Zuhri et al., 2024). 

These findings suggest that stunting is increasingly understood as a 

governance issue involving multiple sectors and actors simultaneously (Sriatmi et al., 

2021; Napirah et al., 2024; Paikah et al., 2024). The literature indicates that the 

effectiveness of program implementation is determined not only by health 

http://ijsoc.goacademica.com/


International Journal of Science and Society, Volume 8, Issue 2, 2026 

IJSOC © 2026 
http://ijsoc.goacademica.com 

  216 

interventions, but also by institutional capacity, program integration, and inter-

agency coordination (Ipa et al., 2023; Iruhiriye et al., 2024; Putri et al., 2024). This 

condition highlights the limitations of sectoral approaches in explaining the 

complexity of stunting policy implementation at the regional level. 

Furthermore, the synthesis findings demonstrate that multi-stakeholder 

partnerships are increasingly being adopted in stunting policy implementation 

through the involvement of governments, healthcare professionals, NGOs, 

academics, the private sector, and local communities (Hasan et al., 2023; Suarayasa et 

al., 2024; Yusriadi et al., 2024). Nevertheless, most studies identify that multi-actor 

involvement has not yet fully resulted in effective coordination due to institutional 

fragmentation, weak program integration, and disparities in regional implementation 

capacity (Rahman et al., 2024; Siswati et al., 2022; Noviansyah et al., 2022). 

In the Indonesian context, these challenges remain evident in regions with high 

stunting prevalence, including East Nusa Tenggara. Several studies indicate that 

limitations in resources, healthcare access, institutional capacity, and geographical 

conditions significantly influence the effectiveness of program implementation at the 

local level (Prianto et al., 2025; Putri et al., 2024; Rahman et al., 2024). These findings 

suggest that accelerating stunting reduction requires strengthening collaborative 

governance and cross-sectoral policy integration within program implementation 

processes (Zuhri et al., 2024; Afandi et al., 2023). 

 

D. CONCLUSION 

This study demonstrates that the stunting literature continues to be dominated 

by health- and nutrition-oriented approaches (Crookston et al., 2018; Verma et al., 

2021). However, developments in the literature after 2020 reveal a shift toward policy 

implementation and collaborative governance approaches (Afandi et al., 2023; Balqis 

et al., 2024; Shekar et al., 2017). This shift indicates that stunting is no longer 

understood solely as a health issue, but also as a policy implementation challenge 

involving cross-sectoral coordination and multi-actor engagement (Sriatmi et al., 

2021; Napirah et al., 2024). 

The synthesis findings indicate that stunting reduction programs involve 

multiple actors, including governments, healthcare professionals, NGOs, academics, 

the private sector, and local communities (Hasan et al., 2023; Yusriadi et al., 2024; 

Suarayasa et al., 2024). Nevertheless, the involvement of multiple stakeholders has 

not yet fully resulted in integrated implementation. Most studies continue to identify 

weak cross-sectoral coordination, program fragmentation, and disparities in regional 

implementation capacity as the major obstacles in the implementation of stunting 

programs (Rahman et al., 2024; Siswati et al., 2022; Noviansyah et al., 2022). 

The findings of this study emphasize that the effectiveness of stunting 

reduction is determined not only by health interventions, but also by governance 

capacity in integrating actors, programs, and policy implementation through 

collaborative mechanisms (Zuhri et al., 2024; Balqis et al., 2024; Iruhiriye et al., 2024). 

In the Indonesian context, these challenges remain evident in regions with high 
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stunting prevalence, including East Nusa Tenggara (Putri et al., 2024; Prianto et al., 

2025). Furthermore, studies concerning collaborative governance and multi-

stakeholder partnerships in the implementation of stunting policies remain relatively 

limited compared to studies focusing on health intervention approaches (Pickering et 

al., 2015; Conway et al., 2020). Therefore, future research should strengthen 

investigations related to collaborative implementation, institutional coordination, and 

cross-sectoral integration in stunting reduction programs. 

This study is limited to articles indexed in selected databases and the selection 

criteria applied within the systematic literature review process (Onyango et al., 2019; 

Altobelli et al., 2020). In addition, this study focuses on the synthesis of literature 

concerning policy implementation and multi-stakeholder partnerships without 

conducting direct empirical validation in the field (Besada et al., 2016; Zuhri et al., 

2024). Therefore, future studies may develop more empirical investigations regarding 

collaborative implementation, cross-sectoral coordination, and the dynamics of inter-

actor relationships within stunting reduction programs in specific regional contexts 

(Afandi et al., 2023; Balqis et al., 2024; Napirah et al., 2024). 
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